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Joseph Dyche, Leon Samet, Irwin @plan, Dr. lrwin Meisler, Abe Mﬂﬂ;h Al ‘Goldman, Morris B,

The summer laghk wos fmaralled by watermelon parties. The first ot the Westheimer home on
' s,kop? up for many years. Fjrst it was Joe Wtingbrten who
aul Horowitz and then Topek Produce €o. During both

rhg k of selling war bonds in the downtm booths,

mmoncl Ltbrary at the University of Houston
23, ave given upward of one thousand volumes deal-
1t hes. been often said that the lodge needs a permanent fund
“"for students who wlsh to enter the mbbimre or ministry.

to mcrult !‘he younger men and ‘establish them in g*meg »’}l?'pmd rich dividends ,

j Q B&rkawitz, Williom M Nathan, Harry Mnlf fcy Dmv, ail became

SONSE iod thﬂ lce Capqdes, uhder the presidency of Dawd Bm'g. !n 1954, the
ation Dance ot the Rice Bdliroom, with the Buddy Brock ‘orchestra furnish-
nﬁmhm het;ed raise money for the swimming pool at the old Jewish’ ‘Com-
. Then there wos the Chanukah Bal ot the Rice with Shep Fields and
time the lodge hod . mmburshlp of 650 and their goal was 1,000,

2| Lite our 10dgr'§u"ehn of 1953, One article read, "Congrctula-
ngwifa of the districs first vicepresident for bemg such a fine
another copy - md -"'One of the lodges new inembers Mel Lustgar=
‘ "'Furn"ure *Go” waﬁ ﬂﬁe First prize ina mmom! Wuhnghwse

Alan Davndé Bar Mi Iz .

In 54 | remomber aﬂe,
Center which drew a
Fifty years of service
Mrs, Leona Ligdncke
the consultant. Am
Topek.: 1served the Todge
secretary the next year,. an
under were, Jack Forman, Sol K

sh Thgueht Dnscussion by 4 Robbls at the Jewish Community
crowd, On January 22, 1956 Herzl Lodge celebrated
ith u‘%}g dinmer and play mled, “The First Fifty Years,"
i "us Levinson was I-he author, WNI Nathan was

iney K toﬁ" Bekn Frledmaﬁ,

Emrel and Jack Loftspring, These years were trying for the officers because many new
ieqshod sprung up,.many new B'nol B'rith icdaga were fm‘md in Houston,
rted. to become active w thelr own varied programs. The greation of the State of
such organizations as ZOA, Bond for frael, The Red Mogan David and the Jewish
many more, Of course TV lwlped to keep members away from our meetings.
allow grass to grow gnder its feet, Plugging on with a membership
isd_on the tradition f the lodge with programming and services to
Herz| Lodge had one of the most outstanding Banquets with Father
s main speaker at the Westwood Cwntry Club, Talking sbout
" frving Wilson who were responsible in the formation of the Torch
s Banguets from the year 1964 to 1973,

Harry S
banquets;
of Liberty Awwd‘ .

-




The ownrds were presented to Catholic Bishop John Morkovsky, Aﬂomey Leon Jaworski,
our own post District & Lodge president William Nathan, Former Mayor Louis Welch,
TV personality Fred Nohos, Dr, Westmoreland pastor of the South Main Baptist Church,
Rt. Rev. Milton Richardson, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas, Rev. Lewis Mc Adow,
postor of Bethamy Christain Church, Dr. George'Geéiver former supt.of the Houston Public

School and Rev., Ralph Ldi

Pastor of Willow Meadows Boptist Church, Today you
~honor me with this mrd as

retire’ ﬁ'om my office as your financial secretary.

- Our passport to Europe project under the choimnnsh:p of Jack Forman raised $10,000,00
in its first year. For years wa hod Brotherhood joint meetings with the Knights of Columbus
lodges. One of the largest Civil Defense closses in Texas were sponsored by Herzl Lodge,
with 4 closses that hed an average aftendence.of 235 people, Herzl sponsored the. Jeff
Davis Hospital Special Fund which provided supplies and pald for a part time therapist for
the hospitals psychiatric wards The monles came from private donations raised by our mem-

- bers. Under the leadeéiship of Ben Friedman his committee started a program with visits to

the State prison where Jewish prisoners were confined. There were only 6 Jewish prisoners

~ at thot time in Texas, but 1Dt 15 primrs showed up when the lodge committee came to
visit them, including: onc ‘black man who said he wos Jewish, | think they liked the good-
ies the committee it Thay hod short services on the Saturday visits, On Passover Ben

e o Sader, that he so aptly colled, "Our Sedar within the Walls,* Ben even
wﬁaﬂ ﬁuy got out of prison,

‘ Then there was the Herzl Lodge Information Speakers Bureau, to encourage dialog between
Christains and Jews, to make facts available regarding the similarities and differences of
Judaism and Christianty, They spoke at churches, Sunday schools, parochial schools and
~ civic organizations. The speckers were Ben Friedman, Dr. Irwin Meisler, Irwin Caplan and
" Aaron Topek, In 1968 Herz Herz! Lodge honored one of its outstanding members, Life Honorary
Prosidtm Sa #he Westwood Country Club for his work -in-B'nal
wiPdet fus Adler AZA and worked for over 30 years on behalf of the
Bnai Brith youﬁs tm& Hiftel ot the Unlversity of Houston and Rice. In 1967 we had a well
attended poolside party at the home of Hhie lrving Wilson's. The lodge presented to the
Texas Institute of Rehabllltation, remote TV sets for the disabled paitisnts, The montes for
~ this wos povided by bequests of two fermer %odgc pmidents famm«, ﬁu ﬂm and the
Maltz familtes,

The lost-few yeors we had some fantastic programs ot our mmim &uﬁng fhe presidencies
of Dr. lrwin Meisler, Abe Merfish, Al Goldman, Morris Bell, Steven Perel and Jack Loft-
spring. We heard talks by such fumous political figures as Sumtcr Towers, CIA director
George Bush, Senator Binson and others. There were movies, lectures by radio ; TV and

sports personohﬂcs. Some of the topics were Hypnosis, Psychological Impact on Retirement, -

ADL, Soviet and Syrien Jm, Space discoverles, you name it, we have presented it, Our
ladge has been cooperating with the Mayors Telephone Reassurance Service, by paying for
‘the phone bill of on elderly pinonvwho lives alone and has no relatives, who is called to
see how ﬂmy are doing ddﬂy. "We sponsor Mrs, Henrietta Simmons,



Herz| Lodge hes given 3 presidents to District #7, ... Westheimer, William Nohan and
- -Aovor-Topek ‘We supplied our quata of civic, professional and religious feaders, - No facet

of e Hife has been neglected, Our members who have become Synagogue presidents
e > han, Heer: Fuodmu;;,j@l Waldman, Carl Waldman, Abe Schumen, lrving
Salomén, David Borg and Abram Geller, Jo& Mandel, John S, Goldberg, Pincus Juran ,
Williem: Spitz and myself, “This covers the entire spectrum of reformed, conservative and

orthodox, Qur past president Morris Catchman was president of the Hebrew Free Loan of
Houston. In the Zlonist Organization, our members are leaders also, to mention a few ,

Dr. Marcus Levinson, Ben Frisdman, Joseph Hiller, Joseph Dyche, Nathan Segal, Sol Wald-
. man, Corl Wokiman ond Lean Samet, In lsroul Bonds, dedicated workers from our lodge.are,
David Barg, Harold Turboff and John S, Goldberg among many. | believe David Barg sold
over a million dollars worth himself. The fate J, B, Goldberg started the Houston Housing
project for retirad parsons and his SUCCOI80r is-past president Morris B, Bell, Their dream is
now a reality, known as the B'nel B'rith Goldberg Tower. ~ Almost most of those |have men-
tioned were presidents of Herz! Lodgs. -Past prasidents of the Jewish Community Center who
"are members of our fodge are Seymore Cohen and Milton Lavit, On the B'nai B'ith National
level we have Billy B, Goldberg who is on the International board of directors and Aaron
Topek who is the Jdnternational Commisioner of Adult Jewish Education. Max Rosen and |
served.as commistlaners for B'nal B'rith Community Volunteer.Services. In the past men
from our lodge wha were chesen as Houston B'nai B'rith Councils Men of Year, were Jack
Forman, Carl Selzerond Dr. trwin Meisler. Of course Houston's top Alfreds Charity Dinner
ticket salesman Is our own honorary life vicepresident Carl Selzer, Wherever our members
have gone, we have been honored for that which we stand for. To extend charity and help
to our fellow man, - - o e Gifee rs

myqdf ‘to‘\.vvork foronm?zcﬂnn like B'nai B'rith? » Myamwer
it is because | believe in its principles of brotherhood, human
::Jean and | had visited Czechoslovakia, a communist country,

What prompts a person
is simple, | like- it By
rights, Interfaith and chority.. J
just a few weeks ago and the things we sow are still vivid in our memories. No one smiles,
the goverment intimidates and horrosses its people. Two or three times Jean and | thought we
would land in one of their jails for some slight infraction of their laws. There is ne private
ownership. No one can belong to any.arganizafion except the communist party. or o dabor
organization directed by the govérment, A B'nai B'rith organization could never exist there,
When we left their border and entered o fres country we sighed with rellef and were thankful
that we lived in the good old USA. , .

Even if you are not an active member B'nai B'rith needs you. When our International president
goes to visit the president of the United States or the Pope in Rome, Kings and presidents of

other countries, he con say | represent over a million Jews, around the world who are members
of my organization B'nai B'rith, When he talks to these leaders about rael, the plight of the
Russian Jews etc. and they listen, at that time you are important for belonging to B'nai B'rith.

Our Lodge Is 70 years old this year, Happy birthday Herzl Lodge. | hope that all of you will
contin bigatio of transmitting to the next generation’ even loftier dreams and
¥ ~This Is my wish, Amen, ’




SUPPLEMENT TO THE HISTORY OF HERZL LODGE...

‘In 1976 the lote Max: Rosen. was elected president of the lodge and re-elected in 1977
and in 1978 Paul Amd%rhaﬁ over: rhe reifs of fhe presidancy and died during his
term in' 1979, e

Although the lodge Fnad interesting mcehngrévmy monl'h where they met at the Mercantile
Bank, the attendance was very poor. “ The support from the members was lacking and the lodge

- was folfermg. This apathy was ‘causing the lodge to weaken from its past standing as a leader

among lodges. ‘Cne evening the late president of Herzl Lodge, Paul Amdur, called a meet-
ing of the members who he felt s#iH had the lodge ot heart, It was at the Jewish Community
Center and he had invited the District President, Al Levin to talk to those present, Mr. Levin
a youthful dynemic. pet lity;a past disteict attorney of the city of Houston, reinforced the

: gy Herz! in the community, | pertonolly attribute his talk that eve-
‘of Jurry: Ribrick , o past district president, to the revitalization of Herzl

NW: ﬂﬁﬂ ﬂ!‘

- Lodge-to ‘s phace a1 lendsr:In B'aal B'rith,

At the death of presldent Paul Amdur, Mex hss took over the presidency and was later
elected president in 1980, The lodge has row increased its membership substantionally and
has a monthly meeting at Alfreds Resturant with an overflowing attendance. The breakfasts
are free to the members, the cost being underwritten by Manual Rudy a Herzl member.,
Interasting progroms are gt wsach mtehng. The lodge bulioﬂn "The Herzlite" is
being mrwawm '?fs are in the works.

Having been chosen as one: ef fh’ wtmmding lodges in the district, it can only grow from
sfrength to strength inits 75fh Dtﬂmond Jubifee year in I%i

by Mel Lustgarten
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1965 Irvtng N. Wilson
1966 Bob Schwartz

i?é? Ed-mrd Mnd‘s .




